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As the cricket’s soft autumn hum
is to us,

so are we to the trees

as are they

to the rocks and the hills.

—@Gary Snyder, excerpt from “Little
Poems for Gaia,” Axe Handles
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AN INVITATION

TO DREAM

MY HUT DREAMS BEGAN DURING a life-changing, forty-two-day, hut-to-hut walk in
the European Alps.Years later, beginning a deep dive into where huts are located and how
they operate, | was corresponding with Swiss hut specialist, mountain guide, writer, and
photographer Marco Volken and wrote about how much we in America had to learn from
the Swiss about huts. Marco replied,“Sure, if you want to study how huts developed in the
nineteenth century, come to the Alps. But we Europeans can’t wait for Americans to get

into huts and show us what twenty-first-century huts will look like.”

As my partner, Laurel, and I started seri-
ously hiking, skiing, and biking US hut sys-
tems, Marcos words suddenly turned into
an epiphany. We began to see disconnected
US hut initiatives as a series of creative
impulses. Americans are indeed beginning
to think broadly and act imaginatively about
huts as local, educational, affordable, and
environmentally sensitive infrastructure for
building community and engaging young
people with conservation. Hut to Hut USA:

The Complete Guide for Hikers, Bikers, and
Skiers is an invitation to sample the variety,
pleasures, and creativity of American huts—
in your armchair and on the trail. We also
hope it will stimulate you to envision your
own hut dreams, and to join the emerging
conversation about huts in the US.
Desperate to connect with nature, we hike,
bike, ski, and paddle to the far corners of the
earth in search of adventure and authentic-
ity. Meanwhile, a rising tide of overnighters

OPPOSITE: A unique hut can draw you into high wild places, like this one on the Bomber Traverse in
Alaska’s Talkeetna Mountains. (Photo by Seth K. Hughes)
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Aurora borealis over a backyard hut in Fairbanks, Alaska (Photo by Ken Tape)

in the wild threatens to overwhelm trails,
campsites, and beloved biomes; we are
steadily loving wild places to death. Are huts
and hut systems perhaps part of the solution?

US hut systems, still few in number, are
extremely popular. Grassroots hut initia-
tives are springing up, and huts seem poised
for significant growth. As hut-to-hut travel
gains popularity, land managers and rec-
reation professionals are beginning to pay
attention. Should the US have more huts?
Where are existing huts, and where might
we build more in the future? Are simple

huts compatible with American culture and
values, or will we commercialize them as
glamping? Can we use huts to expand access
to nature while reducing human impact, to
cultivate a sense of reciprocity with the nat-
ural world, and to help protect and restore
ecosystems through conservation endeavors?

Join us in imagining possible futures for
hut-to-hut travel in America. Plan, trek,
question, dream . . . and share your hut
dreams. How can US hut systems continue
as simple and sustainable forces for the
greater good?
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Want to read more?
Get Hut to Hut USA here.



